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Population and Economy of Higashikishu Region

1n Mie Prefecture

Gifu Shotoku Gakuen University  Kaoru ITO

In this paper, we tackled to analyze interrelatedness of population decline and
economic decline in Higashukishu region of Mie prefecture.

The rapid decline of population at Hida region began in 2002. The factors of this
rapid population decline were (1) the number of natural increase changed from plus to
minus by aging and low fertility, and (2) the number of social increase changed from
around zero to minus. We think that the factor of the increase of net-out-migration
(INOM) was decline of national level of regional income per capita (NLRI) of Hida
region, that is to say dropping of regional economic power. The lines of INOM's and
NLRI‘s graph were almost parallel from around 2000. Net-out-increase works to reduce
natural increase, which affects to make the population become fewer.

NLRI of Hida region was 0.916 in fiscal year 1999, but then it fell down greatly to
0.824 in 2007. Though the main factor of the fall was the decline of productivity of labor
in Hida region, the decline rate of GDP in Hida region affected the decline of
productivity of labor. Because of slump of main industries, that is the construction
industry and the tourist industry, the business of Hida region is very bad.

Finally we tried to model mutual relations between population decline and economy

decline using experiences of Hida region.
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